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President's Messageb

Club Donates to Othersb

It has been a delight to serve as your president for the last two gnglewood Shell Club has made several donations to

years. Thank you all for making the time so rewarding. | hope
you have enjoyed the many activities as much as | have. The

others this spring. The picture shows Eunice Herr,
Club Librarian, giving a copy of “Florida’s Living

new beach walks spearheaded by Brenda Steele have been sogeaches” to Toni Hopper, librarian at Elsie Quirk

nice and have given a great opportunity to get acquainted in a | jhrary, the Englewood branch of Sarasota Public

relaxed setting. The spring’s excursions have been exceptionaly jpraries. The club donated the same book to Tringali
varied, and numerous; we all owe thanks to Ruth Middlebrooksy jprary in Charlotte county. Lynda Citro accepted

and Debbie Freeman. Thanks to Jane Guy for initiating the
fun slogan contest and to Bill Notto for suggesting we have
another home tour to view shells. My appreciation to those
who opened their homes and to the planning committee (see

story). The expanded web site has been wonderful and we trulyyarent organization
appreciate all the members who are receiving their newsletters charlotte Harbor

from the web site. Thanks, Freeman Crosby, for being such a
°ne web master. We even have a newly revised constitution,

thanks to Helen Gardner and her committee. Membership is at conchologists of

an all-time high of 126 members, as of 2-28-08, according to
Linda Powers, vice president and membership chairman. The

second annual Newcomer’s Colee, this year at Marilyn Boyd's program and Carefree

home was a big success with nearly 20 people in attendance.
Thanks Marilyn for sharing your home and lovely shells with
us.

I look forward to the spring picnic, which will be Tuesday,
April 22 at Englewood Gardens Beach Club and thank Nancy
Weborg for chairing that event. Appreciation to Doris Lyons
who will chair the 2008 Christmas Party. The Nominating

the book on behalf of the library. The Club has also

given donations to The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum
in Sanibel, Cedar
Point Park and its

Environmental
Center, Inc., the

America, and to
the Marine Science

Learner of Sarasota
High School. All
donations were
designated for educational programming and/or
equipment used in educational programming. The
Club sees these donations as further Club Outreach
Activity of a monetary nature. As we give, so do we

Committee chaired by Jackie McLean has been busy this springecejve. Thanks to Betty Myers, a volunteer at Lemon

to others for the coming year (see story). Thanks to Ann
Madden and Christina Anglin who have presented excellent
mini-shell talks about purple snails and pearls; Joe Bao will
“Wow us” in March when he shares olives from his collection.
Marilyn Boyd outdid herself planning outstanding programs
(see story). As always the Study Group meetings have been f
and informative; thank you Barbara Myers and Dick Forbush!
And as usual, we had so much fun and gained so many ideas
from the ShellCrafters; thanks to Chrstina Anglin and Eleanor
Langlois. Outreach continued the excellent work they began
last year; thanks to Jane Guy and Amie Barnicle for leading
that group. | could go on and on, but space just doesn’t allow
it. Please know how much | appreciate all the great ideas and
follow-through that make this club so fantastic!

Anita Wilson

life and a box of Florida shells, which can be put to
several uses. Nancy Weborg donated a beautiful book
on sea glass and Linda Powers gave us one on shell
crafting.

Come to the Picnicb

"he annual spring picnic will be Tuesday, April

22 at Englewood Gardens Beach Club, 2560 Beach
Road, Manasota Key. It is about 0.6 mile north of the
roundabout in front of Chadwick Park. The gates

will open at 11  A.m. so people can shell if they desire,
according to Nancy Weborg, chairman of the event.
We plan on appetizers about noon; lunch is scheduled
for 12:45. The club provides hamburgers, beverages,
condiments and paper goods. Members sign up at

the March meeting to bring salads, desserts, and
appetizers to share. Call Nancy at 493-3255 if you
wish to come, but didn’t make the March meeting
sign-up.



Crackers, Classes and More for QutreachP Members continue to delight the community with

The Outreach Committee had a display at
Englewood’s Cracker Fair Saturday, February 9 on
Dearborn

Street.

The Fair

is part of

the Lemon

Bay Fest, a

celebration

of

Englewood

history.

Shell Club

members

who

worked the

Cracker Fair included Amie Barnicle, Diana Leonhardt,
Eunice Herr, Betty Turner, Jane Guy and Jan Plummer.
There was a steady stream of visitors (more in the
morning); all were very interested, they liked the shell
and craft exhibit, asked questions and took samples,
as well as information about the club.

Amie Barnicle has taught three classes of students
for Boca Grande Island Charter School. Grades 1
& 2 discussed common names of four shells and
Amie gave a
presentation
and led a
hands-on
shelling
activity after
reading a story
about boys
shelling on
Cayo Costa.
Each student
received three
shells of their
own and there
was time for some to talk about their own beach
shelling experiences. The Grade 3 & 4 presentation
centered around definitions/descriptions of mollusk,
bivalve and univalve and discussion of their habitats,
how they move, and find food. The gastropod
operculum and bivalve muscle scars were stressed.
Questions and additional explanations were made
during the small group hands-on activity sorting
bivalves from univalves. The primary mission in the
grades 5 & 6 class was information and experience in
assisting students’ appreciation of local mollusks and
their environment. The presentation included how
the shell is created, shell movement and sustenance,
anatomy, mollusk development, and bivalve life
cycles. Local egg cases were shared, identified and
discussed.

talks about shells. Christina Anglin spoke to 65 Red
Hat women in late January about Shells and Art. The
program brought lots of questions and rave reviews
just as others have. Anita Wilson addressed 30
members of Chapter HH-PEO on February 15 with a
talk about Sailor’'s Valentines. She shared Valentines
made by Debbie Freeman and Ruth Middlebrooks
during her talk. Ruth Middlebrooks and Marilyn Boyd
taught a class on making magnolia flowers from
Buttercup Lucines to another community group on
February 18. Thanks to all!

Thanks to the Nominating Committeeb
The nominating committee had a very busy month,
since all major offices in the club will have new
officers for the upcoming year. Our sincere thanks

to Jackie McLean who chaired the committee and to
Audrey Grant, Ruth Middlebrooks and Sue Rundle
who worked so hard! Their slate of officer nominees
are Doris Lyons, President; Christina Anglin, Vice
President; Patti Mahalik, Secretary; Nancy Weborg,
Treasurer and Eunice Herr, Ann Madden and Brenda
Steele, at-large elected board members. Thanks to
these people for saying “Yes, We'll help out!” There
were no additional nominees from the floor at the
February meeting, however additional nominations
will be accepted at the March meeting before the final
vote is taken and new officers are installed by the
outgoing incumbents Anita Wilson, President; Linda
Powers, Vice President; Doris Lyons, Secretary, Joe
Bao, Treasurer, and Marie Gallant and Jane Guy, board
members.

Home Tour Was a Hitb

Helen Gardner, Jane Guy, Bill Notto, and Linda Powers
opened their homes to club members for the first

Home Tour the Club has held in several years. Thanks
to Betty Turner and Kim Duperault who chaired this
event and to those who helped the host and hostesses
with the tours. The newsletter went to press before

the March 12 tour, so we don’t have any pictures to
share of this wonderful event, but each of us carry
wonderful pictures in our mind’s eye!

Club Meeting Nearly Ready to Beginb
This picture was taken right before one of the spring
meetings. A hefty gavel rap is usually needed in order
to get folks’ attention!





















